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IMPORTANT DEFINITIONS 
 Local bodies (LBs) (plural noun) – Local bodies are institutions of the local self governance, which look after the 

administration of an area or small community such as villages, towns, or cities. The Local bodies in India are broadly 
classified into two categories. The local bodies constituted for local planning, development and administration in the 
rural areas are referred as Rural Local Bodies (RLBs) (Panchayats) and the local bodies, which are constituted for local 
planning, development and administration in the urban areas are referred as Urban Local Bodies (ULBs) 
(Municipalities).  

 The 73rd and the 74th Constitutional Amendment Acts (CAA),1992 (noun) – These acts prescribe the states to 
establish a three-tier system of Panchayats at the village, intermediate and district levels and Municipalities in the 
urban areas respectively. States are expected to devolve adequate powers, responsibilities and finances upon these 
bodies so as to enable them to prepare plans and implement schemes for economic development and social justice. 
These Acts provide a basic framework of decentralisation of powers and authorities to the Panchayati Raj/Municipal 
bodies at different levels.  

 National Rural Health Mission (NRHM) (noun) – The Hon’ble Prime Minister launched the NRHM on 12th April, 2005 
throughout the country with special focus on 18 states, including eight Empowered Action Group (EAG) States, the 
North-Eastem States, Jammu and Kashmir and Himachal Pradesh. The NRHM seeks to provide accessible, affordable 
and quality health care to the rural population, especially the vulnerable sections.  

 National Urban Health Mission (NUHM) (noun) – The Union Cabinet vide its decision dated 1st May 2013 has 
approved the launch of National Urban Health Mission (NUHM) as a Sub-mission of an overarching National Health 
Mission (NHM), with National Rural Health Mission (NRHM) being the other Sub-mission of National Health Mission.  

 Primary Health Care Centre (PHCs) (noun) – it is a port of call (first place to visit) to a qualified doctor in the public 
health sector in rural areas providing a range of curative, promotive and preventive health care. There are about 
25,650 primary health centres (PHCs) in India, 15,700 (61.2%) function with one doctor each. As many as 1,974 
(7.69%) PHCs do not have even a single doctor. One Primary Health Centre (PHC) is established for 30000 population 
in plains and 20000 population in tribal and hilly area.  

 Variant of Concern (VoC) (noun) – A variant for which there is evidence of an increase in transmissibility, more severe 
disease (e.g., increased hospitalizations or deaths), significant reduction in neutralization by antibodies generated 
during previous infection or vaccination, reduced effectiveness of treatments or vaccines, or diagnostic detection 
failures.  

 Variants of Interest (VoI) (noun) – A variant with specific genetic markers that have been associated with changes to 
receptor binding, reduced neutralization by antibodies generated against previous infection or vaccination, reduced 
efficacy of treatments, potential diagnostic impact, or predicted increase in transmissibility or disease severity.  

 public health (noun) – the branch of medicine handling public health; public health is also the science of protecting 
and improving the health of people and their communities through education, policy making and research for disease 
and injury prevention.  

 breakthrough infections (noun) – people getting infections after they are fully vaccinated is when the infections are 
caused by circulating virus variants, with potential immune escape mechanism, which might reduce the efficacy of 
vaccines. These are called “vaccine breakthrough infections/cases”.  

 immune escape/evasion (noun) – it occurs when the immune system of a host, especially of a human being, is unable 
to respond to an infectious agent, or in other words that the host’s immune system is no longer able to recognize and 
eliminate a pathogen such as a virus.  

 Assisted Reproductive Technology (APT) (noun) – The Bill defines ART to include all techniques that seek to obtain a 
pregnancy by handling the sperm or the oocyte (immature egg cell) outside the human body and transferring the 
gamete or the embryo into the reproductive system of a woman. Examples of ART services include gamete (sperm or 
oocyte) donation, in-vitro-fertilisation (fertilising an egg in the lab), and gestational surrogacy (the child is not 
biologically related to surrogate mother).  

 reproductive rights (noun) – Reproductive rights rest on the recognition of the basic right of all couples and individuals 
to decide freely and responsibly the number, spacing and timing of their children and to have the information and 
means to do so, and the right to attain the highest standard of sexual and reproductive health.  

 Farmers (Empowerment and Protection) Agreement on Price Assurance and Farm Services Act, 2020 (noun) – it 
facilitates contract farming and direct marketing.  

 the Essential Commodities (Amendment) Act, 2020 (noun) – it deregulates the production, storage, movement and 
sale of several major foodstuffs, including cereals, pulses, edible oils and onion, except in the case of extraordinary 
circumstances.  
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 Agricultural Produce Market Committees (APMC) (noun) – a marketing board established by a state government in 
India to ensure farmers are safeguarded from exploitation by large retailers, as well as ensuring the farm to retail price 
spread does not reach excessively high levels.  

 market yard (noun) – a place in the market area managed by a Market Committee, for the purpose of regulation of 
marketing of notified agricultural produce and livestock in physical, electronic or other such mode.  

 green revolution (noun) – it was the result of a sequence of scientific breakthroughs and development activities 
(1960s-1970s) that successfully increased food production. It marked a transition from traditional agriculture in India 
and the introduction of high-yielding varieties of seeds and the associated agricultural techniques. It mainly increased 
the food crops production in the state of Punjab, Haryana and  parts of western Uttar Pradesh.  

 white revolution (noun) – ‘Operation flood’ a program started by National Dairy Development Board (NDDB) in 1970 
made India the largest producer of the milk in the world. This program with its whopping success was called as ‘The  
White Revolution’. The main architect of this successful project was Dr. Verghese Kurien, also called the father of 
White Revolution.  

 Bill (noun) – A Bill is a draft statute that becomes law after it is passed by both the Houses of Parliament and assented 
to by the President. All legislative proposals are brought before Parliament in the forms of Bills.  

 voice vote (noun) – a voice vote involves the speaker putting a question to the house and then asking the house to put 
forward its opinion in the forms of ayes (yes) or noes. Based on a rough measure of which side was louder, the speaker 
decides if the motion was passed or fell through.  

 motion of no confidence/vote of no confidence (noun) – If any member/group of members of the parliament feels 
that the government in power does not have a majority then he/she can move a no-confidence motion. If the motion 
is accepted, then the party in power has to prove its majority in the parliament. A motion of no confidence may be 
levelled against either the Prime Minister on behalf of the entire government or against an individual lower-level 
minister.  

 House committees (noun) – The parliamentary (standing & select) committees; They do close examination and 
investigation of government policies, actions and spending.  

 Parliamentary Standing Committee/Parliamentary panel (noun) – it is a committee (consisting of Members of 
Parliament) constituted usually on an annual basis to enable detailed consideration/discussion on all bills (all proposed 
laws).  

 Parliamentary select committee (noun) – ‘parliamentary select committee’ can be formed for a specific purpose, for 
instance, to deliberate on a particular bill. Once the Bill is disposed of, that select committee ceases to exist.  

 man-animal/Human-wildlife conflict (HWC) (noun) – it refers to the negative interactions between human and wild 
animals, with undesirable consequences both for people and their resources, on the one hand, and and wildlife and 
their habitats (natural environments) on the other.  

 Project Elephant (noun) – Project Elephant (PE) was launched by the Government of India in the year 1992 with the 
objectives of (1) protecting elephants, their habitat & corridors (2) addressing issues of man-animal conflict and (3) 
welfare of captive elephant.  

 Eco-ducts or eco-bridges (noun) – Eco-ducts or eco-bridges aim to enhance wildlife connectivity that can be disrupted 
because of highways or logging. These include canopy bridges (usually for monkeys, squirrels and other arboreal 
species); concrete underpasses or overpass tunnels or viaducts (usually for larger animals); and amphibian tunnels or 
culverts. Usually these bridges are overlaid with planting from the area to give it a contiguous look with the landscape.  

 citronella (noun) – citronella grass plant; Lemongrass and citronella grass are closely related and can look and smell 
very similar. However, citronella grass has reddish colored pseudo-stems, while lemongrass is all green. They are 
known to be an excellent mosquito repellant. They work at repelling other insects & some animals too.  

 Animal detection system (noun) -As part of the animal detection system, transmitter collars (bands) put around the 
neck of an animals, used to restrain, control, or identify them. Depending on the species of animal, the collars can be 
customized with sensors to recognize different movement activity, temperature and even mortality.  

 27th UN Climate Change Conference of the Parties (COP27) (noun) – The 26th session of the Conference of the 
Parties (COP26) of the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) will take place in November 2022, in 
Sharm el-Sheikh, Egypt.  

 26th UN Climate Change Conference of the Parties (COP26) (noun) – The 26th session of the Conference of the 
Parties (COP26) of the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) has taken place from 01-12 November 
2021, in Glasgow, UK. The COP26 summit has brought parties together to accelerate action towards the goals of the 
Paris Agreement and the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change.  

 World Food Programme (WFP) (noun) – it is the food-assistance branch of the United Nations and the world’s largest 
humanitarian organization focused on hunger and food security. Founded in 1961, it is headquartered in Rome. It is 
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the leading humanitarian organization saving lives and changing lives, delivering food assistance in emergencies and 
working with communities to improve nutrition and build resilience.  

 The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) (noun) – The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change 
(IPCC) is the leading international body for the assessment of climate change. It was established by the United Nations 
Environment Programme (UNEP) and the World Meteorological Organization (WMO) in 1988 to provide the world 
with a clear scientific view on the current state of knowledge in climate change and its potential environmental and 
socio-economic impacts.  

 food security (noun) – food security is a situation that exists when all people, at all times, have physical, social and 
economic access to sufficient, safe and nutritious food that meets their dietary needs and food preferences for an 
active and healthy life.  

 capacity-building (noun) – capacity-building is defined as the process of developing and strengthening the skills, 
instincts, abilities, processes and resources that organizations and communities need to survive, adapt, and thrive in a 
fast-changing world.  

 IPCC’s Sixth Assessment Report (AR6) (noun) – The Sixth Assessment Report (AR6) of the United Nations (UN) 
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) is the sixth in a series of reports which assess scientific, technical, 
and socio-economic information concerning climate change.  

 Adaptation Fund (noun) – The Adaptation Fund was established to finance concrete adaptation projects and 
programmes in developing countries that are parties to the Kyoto Protocol and are particularly vulnerable to the 
adverse effects of climate change. Since 2010, the Adaptation Fund has committed more than US$ 850 million for 
climate change adaptation and resilience projects and programmes, including more than 123 concrete, localized 
projects in the most vulnerable communities of developing countries around the world with 28 million total 
beneficiaries.  

 Least Developed Countries Fund (LDCF) (noun) – The Least Developed Countries Fund (LDCF) was established in 2001 
to support the LDC work programme under the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC), including the 
preparation and implementation of national adaptation programmes of action (NAPAs). It is operated by the Global 
Environment Facility (GEF).  

 Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) (noun) – The sustainable development goals (SDGs) are a new, universal set of 
goals, targets, and indicators that UN member states will be expected to use to frame their agendas and political 
policies over the next 15 years.  

 civil society (noun) – civil society refers to space for collective action around shared interests, purposes, and values, 
generally distinct from government and commercial for-profit actors. It refers to a wide array of organizations: 
community groups, non-governmental organizations [NGOs], labour unions, indigenous groups, charitable 
organizations, faith-based organizations, professional associations, and foundations. Civil society – sometimes called 
the “third sector” (after government and commerce) – has the power to influence the actions of elected policy-makers 
and businesses.  

 social security (noun) – Social security is the protection that a society/government provides to individuals and 
households to ensure access to health care and to guarantee income security, particularly in cases of old age, 
unemployment, sickness, invalidity, work injury, maternity or loss of a breadwinner; welfare, government/state 
benefit, public assistance.  

 blockchain (noun) – Blockchain is a shared, immutable ledger that facilitates the process of recording transactions and 
tracking assets in a business network. An asset can be tangible (a house, car, cash, land) or intangible (intellectual 
property, patents, copyrights, branding). Virtually anything of value can be tracked and traded on a blockchain 
network, reducing risk and cutting costs for all involved.  

 Sydney Dialogue (noun) – The Sydney Dialogue is an initiative of the Australian Strategic Policy Institute. It is an annual 
summit of cyber and critical technologies to discuss the fallout of the digital domain on the law and order situation in 
the world. The Sydney Dialogue was being held from 17-19 November, 2021.  

 Economic Survey (noun) – Economic Survey, presented in the Parliament ahead of the Union Budget, is the Ministry of 
Finance’s flagship document. The Economic Survey detailed information about the Indian economy over the past year. 
The Economic Survey also offers glimpses into the current state of the economy, and occasional insights into the 
economic outlook. Although the Constitution does not bind (impose a legal obligation on) the government to present 
the Economic Survey, over the years, it has become common practice for every government to present the Economic 
Survey before the Union Budget.  

 financial stability (noun) – financial stability is a condition where the financial system is able to withstand internal or 
external economic shocks and also able to smoothly conduct its core tasks.  
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 digital assets (noun) – digital assets are digital representations of values that are not issued or guaranteed by a central 
bank or public authority and do not have the legal status of currency or money. They are accepted by natural or legal 
persons as a means of exchange or payment or are used for investment purposes and can be transferred, stored and 
traded electronically.  

 Central Bank Digital Currency (CBDC) (noun) – In simple terms, a central bank digital currency (CBDC) would be a 
digital banknote. It could be used by individuals to pay businesses, shops or each other (a “retail CBDC”), or between 
financial institutions to settle trades in financial markets (a “wholesale CBDC”).  

 (global) value chains (GVC) (noun) – International production, trade and investments are increasingly organised within 
so-called global value chains (GVCs) where the different stages of the production process are  located across different 
countries. (also known as the global supply chain).  

 supply chain (noun) – a dynamic network when a company purchases  or uses goods or services from others. It 
involves people, information, processes, and resources involved in the production, handling, and distribution of 
materials and finished products or providing a service to the customer.  

 Finance Commission (FC) (noun) – It is a Constitutionally mandated body that is at the centre of fiscal federalism. Set 
up under Article 280 of the Constitution of India, its core responsibility is to evaluate the state of finances of the Union 
and State Governments, recommend the sharing of taxes between them, lay down the principles determining the 
distribution of these taxes among States. The first Finance Commission was set up in 1951 and there have been fifteen 
so far.  

 Fifteenth Finance Commission (FC-15) (noun) – The Fifteenth Finance Commission was constituted on 27 November 
2017 against the backdrop of the abolition of the Planning Commission (as also of the distinction between Plan and 
non-Plan expenditure) and the introduction of the goods and services tax (GST), which has fundamentally redefined 
federal fiscal relations. It is constituted to give recommendations for devolution of taxes and other fiscal matters for 
five fiscal years, commencing 01.04.2020.  

 base effect (noun) – it relates to inflation in the corresponding period of the previous year, if the inflation rate was too 
low in the corresponding period of the previous year, even a smaller rise in the Price Index will arithmetically give a 
high rate of inflation now.  

 gross value added (GVA) (noun) – it is a measure of total output and income in the economy. It provides the rupee 
value for the amount of goods and services produced in an economy after deducting the cost of inputs and raw 
materials that have gone into the production of those goods and services. It also gives a sector-specific picture like 
what is the growth in an area, industry, or sector of an economy. On the other hand, GDP or gross domestic product is 
a measure of economic activity in a country. It is the total value of a country’s annual output of goods and services.  

 National Statistical Office (NSO) (noun) – The Ministry of Statistics and the Department of Programme 
Implementation has two wings, one relating to Statistics and the other Programme Implementation. The Statistics 
Wing called the National Statistical Office (NSO) gives considerable importance to coverage and quality aspects of 
statistics released in the country. The statistics released are based on administrative sources, surveys and censuses 
conducted by the Center and State Governments and non-official sources and studies.  

 fixed capital formation (noun) – the process of a firm increasing its stock of fixed capital (i.e. capital invested in fixed 
assets such as buildings, equipment, and machinery).  

 gross fixed capital formation (GFCF) (noun) – (formerly gross domestic investment) Gross fixed capital formation is 
essentially a net investment. It is a component of the Expenditure method of calculating GDP. To be more precise 
Gross fixed capital formation measures the net increase in fixed capital.  

 Purchasing Managers’ Index (PMI) (noun) – Purchasing Managers Index (PMI) is a monthly business survey data 
provided by IHS Markit. The monthly data are derived from surveys of senior executives at private sector companies. 
PMI data is used for accurate and timely insight into the health of a particular economy. The PMI data are used by 
financial and corporate professionals to better understand where economies and markets are headed, and to uncover 
opportunities.  

 Constitution Bench (noun) – a bench of the Supreme Court having five or more judges on it. These benches are not a 
routine phenomenon. Constitution Benches are exceptions, set up only if some circumstances exist).  

 bail (noun) – conditional, temporary release of an arrested/imprisoned person when a specified amount of security is 
deposited or pledged (as cash or property) to ensure his/her appearance in court when required.  

 default bail (noun) – As per law, once the maximum period, that is, 60, 90 and 180 days from arrest, provided for an 
investigation in a case is over and no charge sheet is filed, the accused becomes entitled to be released on bail, which 
is called the ‘default’ bail.  
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 Sessions Court (noun) – In India, the apex court within the district dealing with criminal cases is named as “sessions 
court” as per the Code Of Criminal Procedure (CrPc). While the court dealing with civil cases as per the Code Of Civil 
Procedure is called “district court”.  

 National Investigation Agency (NIA) (noun) – The National Investigation Agency is a central agency established by the 
Indian Government to combat terror in India. It is functioning as the Central Counter-Terrorism Law Enforcement 
Agency in the country. The National Investigation Agency (NIA) is created following the terror attack in Mumbai on 
December 26, 2008. It came into being on December 31, 2008, with the passage of the NIA Act of 2008.  

 the National Investigation Agency (NIA) Act, 2008 (noun) – The Act makes the National Investigation Agency the only 
truly federal agency in the country, along the lines of the FBI in the United States, more powerful than the CBI. It gives 
the NIA powers to take suo motu cognisance of terror activities in any part of India and register a case, to enter any 
state without permission from the state government, and to investigate and arrest people.  

 Section 167(2) Cr.P.C (noun) – As per the provisions of Section 167(2) of CrPC, default bail is the right of accused. The 
right to seek default bail under Section 167(2) CrPC is a fundamental right and not merely a statutory right, which 
flows from Article 21 of the Constitution of India. It has been held to be an indefeasible part of the right to personal 
liberty under Article 21…  

 Code of Criminal Procedure (CrPC) (noun) – The Code of Criminal Procedure (in India). The main legislation on 
procedure for administration of substantive criminal law in India. It was enacted in 1973 and came into force on 1 April 
1974. CrPC tells about the criminal trial procedure.  

 Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act (UAPA) (noun) – an Indian law aimed at effective prevention of unlawful 
activities associations in India. Its main objective was to make powers available for dealing with activities directed 
against the integrity and sovereignty of India.  

 ordinance (noun) – An ordinance is a law that is promulgated by the President of India only when the Indian 
parliament is not in session. The President has been empowered to promulgate Ordinances based on the advice of the 
central government under Article 123 of the Constitution. This legislative power is available to the President only 
when either of the two Houses of Parliament is not in session to enact laws.  

 Part III Rights/Fundamental Rights (noun) – The Fundamental Rights, embodied in Part III of the Constitution, 
guarantee civil rights to all Indians and prevent the State from encroaching an individual’s liberty while simultaneously 
placing upon it an obligation to protect the citizens’ rights from encroachment by society. Seven fundamental rights 
were originally provided by the Constitution – the right to equality, right to freedom, right against exploitation, right to 
freedom of religion, cultural and educational rights, right to property and right to constitutional remedies. However, 
the right to property was removed from Part III of the Constitution by the 44th Amendment in 1978.  

 rule of law (phrase) – it is described as “a principle of governance in which all persons, institutions and entities, public 
and private, including the State itself, are accountable to laws that are publicly promulgated, equally enforced and 
independently adjudicated, and which are consistent with international human rights norms and standards.  

 Economically Weaker Sections (EWS) (noun) – Economically Weaker Section (EWS) or Economically Backward Classes 
(EBC) in India is a subcategory of people belonging to the General Category having an annual family income less than 
₹8 lakh and who do not belong to any category such as SC/ST/OBC across India, nor to MBC in Tamil Nadu.  

 103rd Constitution Amendment Act, 2019 (noun) – it introduces 10% reservation for Economically Weaker Sections 
(EWS) of society for admission to Central Government-run educational institutions and private educational institutions 
(except for minority educational institutions), and for employment in Central Government jobs.  

 All-India Quota (AIQ) (noun) – The All India Quota (AIQ) Scheme was introduced in 1986 under the directions of the 
Hon’ble Supreme Court to provide for domicile-free merit based opportunities to students from any State to aspire to 
study in a good medical college located in another State. All India Quota consists of 15% of total available UG seats 
and 50% of total available PG seats in government medical colleges. Initially, there was no reservation in AIQ Scheme 
up to 2007. In 2007, the Hon’ble Supreme Court introduced reservation of 15% for SCs and 7.5% for STs in the AIQ 
Scheme.  

 creamy layer (noun) – income ceiling for Other Backward Classes (OBC) reservation under which children of persons 
having a gross annual income of Rs 8 lakh or above for a period of three consecutive years would fall under the creamy 
layer category and would not be entitled to the benefit of reservation available to Other Backward Classes (OBC).  

 National Education Policy (NEP) (noun) – The National Education Policy, 2020 proposes the revision and revamping of 
all aspects of the education structure, including its regulation and governance, to create a new system that is aligned 
with the aspirational goals of 21st century education, including Sustainable Development Goal 4 (SDG4), while building 
upon India’s traditions and value systems.  

 Machine learning (noun) – It is a branch of artificial intelligence (AI) and computer science which focuses on the use of 
data and algorithms to imitate the way that humans learn, gradually improving its accuracy.  
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 National Institutional Ranking Framework (NIRF) (noun) – The National Institutional Ranking Framework (NIRF) was 
approved by the Ministry of Human Resource Development (MHRD) (now the Ministry of Education) and launched on 
29th September 2015. This framework outlines a methodology to rank institutions across the country. The 
methodology draws from the overall recommendations broad understanding arrived at by a Core Committee set up by 
MHRD, to identify the broad parameters for ranking various universities and institutions. The parameters broadly 
cover “Teaching, Learning and Resources,” “Research and Professional Practices,” “Graduation Outcomes,” “Outreach 
and Inclusivity,” and “Perception”. (Under the new National Education Policy 2020, the name of the Ministry of Human 
Resource and Development (MHRD) was changed to Ministry of Education (MoE)).  

 Higher Education Institutions (HEIs) (noun) – Universities, colleges, and further education institutions offering and 
delivering higher education. Include traditional universities and professional-oriented institutions, which are called 
universities of applied sciences or polytechnics.  

 Ivy League (noun) – a group of eight respected, prestigious and highly selective colleges and universities in the 
northeast of the US having a reputation for high scholastic achievement and social prestige. They are as follows 
Harvard University (Massachusetts), Yale University (Connecticut), Princeton University (New Jersey), Columbia 
University (New York), Brown University (Rhode Island), Dartmouth College (New Hampshire), University of 
Pennsylvania (Pennsylvania), Cornell University (New York).  

 Ivy League of India (noun) – centrally funded institutions such as the Indian Institutes of Technology (IITs), the Indian 
Institute of Science (IISc), Indian Institute of Management (IIMs), the National Institutes of Technology (NITs), and 
central universities.  

 All India Survey on Higher Education (AISHE) (noun) – The Ministry of Education (MoE) has been conducting an 
annual web-based AISHE since 2010-11 in which it provides key performance indicators on the current status of higher 
education in the country. The survey intended to cover all the Institutions in the country engaged in imparting Higher 
Education. Data is being collected on several parameters such as teachers, student enrolment, programmes, 
examination results, education finance, infrastructure, etc.  

 intellectual property rights (IPRs) (noun) – the rights given to persons over the creations of their minds. The IPRs are 
legal rights that protect creations and/or inventions resulting from intellectual activity in the industrial, scientific, 
literary or artistic fields.  

 institutes of national importance (INI) (noun) – The Institute of National Importance (INI) is a status that may be 
conferred on a premier public higher education institution in India by an act of Parliament of India. As of 2020, there 
are 159 institutes, declared as Institutes of National Importance under a distinct Act of Parliament. These INIs include 
23 IITs; 15 AIIMSs; 20 IIMs; 31 NITs; 25 IIITs; 7 IISERs, 7 NIPERs; 5 NIDs; 3 SPAs; 5 central universities; 4 medical 
research institutes and 14 other specialized institutes.  

 

IDIOMS & PHRASES 
 the ball is in your court – it is now your responsibility 

or your turn to take action; it is up to you to take action 
now.  

 apples and oranges – it refers to the (clearly) 
visible/distinct differences between items which are 
popularly thought to be incomparable.  

 hang by a thread – uncertain, insecure, unreliable, 
risky.  

 tread water – to make no progress (but maintains a 
position constantly).  

 back to the drawing board – used to point out that a 
new idea/plan has to be formed as the old one is not 
working well.  

 tighten the purse strings – to have control of spending 
of money (by a family, company, country, etc.).  

 be hard put to it – find it very difficult to do something.  
 rest on one’s laurels – to be satisfied with one’s 

accomplishments in the past and not to make any 
further efforts.  

 the thin edge of a wedge – the beginning of something 
(bad) appears unimportant/harmless now but is likely 
to worsen in the future.  

 load the dice in favour of someone – a situation where 
everything is arranged to someone’s 
advantage/benefit.  

 take the law into one’s own hands – to try to punish 
someone for a wrongdoing violently & illegally without 
waiting for the police or legal system to handle the 
situation.  

 few and far between – rare, infrequent, occasional, 
sporadic; scarce, meagre, insufficient.  

 build bridges – encourage friendly relations between 
(different) groups.  

 plug the gap/hole – give something that is 
lacking/deficient in a particular situation.  

 in light of – taking into consideration, considering, 
taking into account, bearing in mind, keeping in mind, 
taking note of, in view of.  
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 on the cusp of – a point where something will change 
from one state to another.  

 a level playing field – a situation in which everyone has 
a fair and equal opportunity to succeed, and no one has 
an advantage over the other.  

 pale in comparison – to seem small/less important/less 
serious when compared to someone or something.  

 keep someone from something – protect, guard, 
shield, save, secure, defend.  

 in line with – in alignment with, in accordance with, 
conforming to.  

 gain momentum – developing/happening more quickly.  
 what is more – moreover.  
 of course – certainly, definitely, absolutely; obviously, 

clearly.  
 all the time – constantly, continuously, always.  
 close one’s door – halt, end, eliminate, cease, 

discontinue.  
 as long as – provided that.  
 at the cost of – by sacrificing/losing/giving up 

something.  
 so as to do something – in order to do something.  
 of sorts – of a kind; not exactly the same as something.  
 clear the way – make room, remove an obstacle.  
 regardless of – despite, notwithstanding, in spite of.  
 let alone – not to mention.  
 shine a light on – to make something clear or easier to 

understand by giving more details.  
 at best – in the most favorable situation/case.  
 at the expense of – at the cost of, at the loss of; at the 

sacrifice of.  
 after all – most importantly, above all, beyond 

everything.  
 at worst – in the most serious situation/case.  
 for a start – used for introducing first point (in a series 

of points).  
 law and order – lawfulness, peacefulness, harmony (of 

a society); goodwill, non-violence.  
 be nothing to do with – be unconnected with, be 

unrelated to.  
 in response to – with regards to, regarding, concerning.  
 owing to – because of, as a result of, on account of, due 

to.  
 cause for cheer – a reason to be cheerful (happy and 

optimistic).  
 go wrong – fail, not succeed, be unsuccessful, go badly.  
 in comparison – when compared, comparatively, by 

comparison.  
 contrary to – conflicting with, opposed to.  
 play a part/role – contribute to, be instrumental in, be 

a factor in.  
 cannot afford/can ill afford – if you cannot afford to do 

something, you must prevent it from happening 

because it would be embarrassing and cause problems 
(if it happens).  

 come close – achieve or do something practically.  
 as far as – is concerned – with regard to a particular 

person or situation.  
 turn of the century – it refers to the transition (change) 

from one century to another.  
 even as – while, at the same time that, at the very 

moment that.  
 fall short of – fail to meet/reach; be 

deficient/inadequate/insufficient.  
 as to – concerning, with respect to, on the subject of, 

regarding.  
 put to use – utilize/use something (to suit a specific 

purpose/need).  
 in the event of something – if something happens.  
 turn the spotlight on – to call attention to something.  
 have one’s way – to do what one wants to do (in spite 

of opposition).  
 have one’s say – to get chance to say what one thinks.  
 in a hurry – in a rushed/quick/hurried manner.  
 hold someone accountable for – to consider someone 

responsible for something.  
 matter of concern – something which causes worry.  
 in the name of – for the sake of, at the behest of.  
 in a spot – in a difficult situation.  
 make amends – atone, make reparation, make up for.  
 gather momentum – be more effective; become more 

successful; thrive, prosper.  
 along with – together with, accompanying.  
 for now – for the time being, for the present, for the 

moment.  
 by design – deliberately, intentionally, on purpose, 

purposefully.  
 come to naught – fail, be defeated, be unsuccessful, be 

in vain.  
 go/put/come into effect – implement, apply, carry out.  
 in place – set up, established, arranged.  
 at the (very) outset – at the (very) beginning.  
 put an end to – stop, terminate, abolish.  
 letter and spirit – (adhering to/obeying) both literal 

interpretation/wording and the spirit/intent/purpose of 
the law.  

 for someone’s sake – for the benefit of; for the welfare 
of; for the good of; to someone’s advantage; to 
someone’s interests.  

 due to – because of, owing to, on account of, as a result 
of.  

 on the ground – in a situation/place where things are 
happening really/practically.  

 take cognisance of – notice, attend to, take into 
account, give attention to.  
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 in the aftermath of – in the wake of, as a consequence 
of, as a result of.  

 with regard to – regarding, concerning, with respect to, 
in respect of, with reference to.  

 here and now – now, at the moment, at present, right 
now, at the present time, at the present moment.  

 make good – be successful, do well.  
 put off the track – misguide/misdirect someone away 

from what is correct or true.  
 in the grip of – affected by something adverse.  
 bear the brunt – to suffer or endure the worst part of 

something (force/burden/pressure) when a very bad or 
unpleasant thing happens.  

 take note of – pay attention, take heed, take notice, 
take into consideration, take into account.  

 make sense – be accepted, be convincing.  

 take stock of – review, assess, evaluate.  
 keep pace with – make progress at the same speed as 

someone/something else. 
 fall into the wrong hands – If something falls/ends up 

into the wrong hands, a dangerous & unfriendly person 
begins to control it.  

 shift one’s ground – to change one’s opinion.  
 beyond doubt – without 

uncertainty/question/apprehension/second thought.  
 fall/run afoul of – get into trouble, come into conflict 

with, go against (by not following rules/standards).  
 all things considered/given – all things considered, 

considering everything, all in all, on the whole, taking 
everything into account, taking everything into 
consideration.  

 

PHRASAL VERBS 
 see off – deal with, tackle, handle 

someone/something successfully; defeat, overcome, 
crush.  

 lead up to – precede, come/go before, pave the way 
for; be the cause/reason of something.  

 pin down – restrict, constrain, nail down.  
 sweep off – sweep away, destroy, remove something 

completely.  
 weed out – eliminate, remove, get rid of.  
 put forth – put forward, present, propose, offer.  
 wipe out – eliminate, abolish, remove (completely).  
 swoop down – attack suddenly to seize or capture 

something; dive rapidly into something.  
 gear towards – to make/change something so that it is 

well suited for a particular purpose/situation.  
 take on – compete against, oppose, challenge, 

confront, face.  
 kick off – start, begin, get going.  
 eat into – use up, finish, exhaust, deplete, drain; 

damage something (by gradually destroying it).  
 phase out – provide/eliminate (something in gradual 

stages).  
 roll out – launch, introduce, organize, inaugurate 

(something officially).  
 call off – cancel, abandon, shelve, scrap.  
 rein in – to control, restrain, restrict, limit 

someone/something.  
 strike down – abolish, annul, nullify (a law or 

regulation).  
 put off – cancel, postpone, defer, reschedule, shelve.  
 put forward – propose, offer, advance, submit/present.  
 shy of – less than; short of.  
 scale up – step up, boost, escalate; increase, expand.  
 ask for – request, demand, call for.  

 set to – start doing something vigorously.  
 end up – come/appear, find oneself (to a particular 

course of action in the end).  
 set up – form, create, institute, establish.  
 base on – use as a basis; found, build, construct, form, 

establish.  
 go back – return to.  
 point out – identify, mention, indicate, draw attention 

to.  
 come under – be subjected to.  
 go on to – continue, carry on, proceed.  
 take up – become involved in, become interested in, 

engage in; accept a challenge.  
 take over – assume control of, take control of, gain 

control of, take charge of, take command of.  
 carry out – conduct, perform, implement, execute, 

bring about.  
 result in – cause, bring on, bring about, call forth, give 

rise to.  
 build up – establish, form, create.  
 build on – develop, enhance, expand on.  
 bank on – rely on, depend on; anticipate, expect.  
 add to – increase, magnify, amplify, intensify, heighten.  
 lay down – formulate, stipulate, set down, draw up, 

frame.  
 ramp up – increase (in amount or number).  
 bring about – cause, create, result in, produce.  
 account for – be responsible for, comprise, constitute.  


